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FOREWORD 


4th  Canadian  Division  Headquarters. 

The  Service  of  Thanksgiving  was  held  in  the  theatre 
at  Mons  on  Sunday,  November  17th,  at  10  a.m.  The 
whole  Canadian  Corps  was  represented — each  unit  send- 
ing a  quota,  until  we  packed  the  building  with  nearly 
2,000  men.  The  General  Officer  Commanding  was 
present,  the  divisional  generals  and  about  200  officers. 
Never  have  I  been  present  at  any  service  where 
restrained  emotions  were  more  manifest,  and  the  sense 
Oi  reverence  so  strong.  We  sang  the  Venite  and  Te  Deum 
as  well  as  the  hymns,  led  by  the  Royal  Canadian 
Regimental  Band.  The  men  poured  out  their  pent-up 
feelings  in  praise!  The  associations  of  the  place  gave 
impressiveness  to  the  service.  It  was  in  Mons  that  the 
"Old  Contemptibles"  clashed  with  the  enemy  in  August, 
1 9 14.  Here  began  the  historic  retreat.  Here  our  English 
comrades  first  laid  down  their  lives!  Every  foot  of  the 
ground  is  sacred  to  our  memories.  Here  originated  the 
story  of  the  Angel  of  Mons,  because  men  were  convinced 
that  some  superhuman  power  helped  us  on  that  occasion. 
And  just  a  few  hours  before  the  armistice  was  signed  and 
hostilities  ceased,  Mons  was  recaptured  by  the  Cana- 
dians! The  honour  moved  us  very  deeply.  So  grave 
was  our  sense  of  privilege  and  dignity  that  our  men  were 
unable  to  cheer — their  feelings  were  too  deep  for  outward 
expression.  They  moved  about  the  town  in  awe  and 
reverence,  profoundly  convinced  that  God  had  exalted 
them  above  their  merit. 

Throughout  the  service  one  could  feel  the  pull  and  tug 
of  home  ties — each  man  was  .thinking  of  the  loved  ones 
who  watch  and  wait  for  his  return.  And  we  thought  of 
the  men  who  would  not  return,  and  of  the  dear  ones  who 
would  look  in  vain!  All  the  elements  combined  to  make 
it  a  solemn  hour — no  one  will  ever  forget  the  sacred 
service  of  Thanksgiving  in  Mons,  19 18. 

A.   P.  S. 


ADDRESS  DELIVERED  AT  SERVICE 

OF  THANKSGIVING   FOR  VICTORY 

MONS,  NOVEMBER  17th,  1918 


"I  will  sacrifice  unto  Thee  with  the  voice  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing. 'I  will  pay  that  that  I  have  vowed.  Salvation  is  of  the 
Lord.'' — Jonah  ii,   9. 


We  hold  our  Thanksgiving  Service  to-day  under 
moving  and  impressive  circumstances.  Here  in  the 
historic  town  of  Mons  where,  more  than  four  years  ago, 
our  Etnpire  came  into  contact  with  the  mightiest  foe  of 
history.  For  high  heroism  and  dauntless  courage  the 
original  Expeditionary  Force  has  few  parallels  in  history. 
Back  over  the  long  stretches  of  territory  they  were  com- 
pelled to  give  ground  until  the  foe  was  thundering  at  the 
gates  of  Paris  and  threatening  the  Channel  Ports.  Then 
it  was  that  the  Canadians  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Motherland,  and  by  their  splendid  resistance  and  brave 
sacrifice  "saved  the  day."  Since  that  hour  we  have 
shared  in  all  the  struggles  and  agony  of  these  four  weary 
years.  Time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  all  the  successes 
which  have  come  to  us.  God  has  richly  manifested  His 
goodness  and  mercy  unto  us  as  a  people.  A  young 
nation,  unschooled  in  the  art  of  war  and  inexperienced  in 
the  rigours  of  the  campaign,  has  yet  exhibited  such  valour 
and  gallantry  that  we  are  to-day  admitted  into  the  full 
glory  of  the  victory.  The  western  front  from  Ypres  to 
Amiens  is  familiar  to  us,  and  we  have  been  privileged  to 
share  in  all  the  great  triumphs  of  the  war.  As  a  final  and 
crowning  glory  we  have  recaptured  Mons  for  Belgium 
and  liberated  the  people  out  of  their  fifty  months'  captiv- 
ity! What  wonders  hath  God  wrought  for  us!  It  is 
fitting,  therefore,  that  we  should  "come  into  His  presence 
with  thanksgiving." 

The  story  of  the  Prophet  Jonah  is  familiar  to  you  all. 
Submerged  in  affliction  and  overwhelmed  in  distress,  yet 
God  delivered  him  out  of  ^11  his  trouble.     Then  he  made 


his  fine  resokition.  "I  will  sacrifice  unto  Thee  with  the 
voice  of  Thanksgiving.  I  will  pay  that  which  I  have 
vowed.     Salvation  is  of  the  Lord." 

There  are  three  ideas  enshrined  in  this  text,  and  1 
claim  your  attention  while  we  ponder  upon  them  for  a 
time. 

I.  The  first  is  the  praise  element  in  Thanksgiving. 
We  lift  our  hearts  and  voices  in  praise  to  Him  who  giveth 
us  the  victory.  "Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us  but 
unto  Thy  name  be  all  the  praise  and  glory."  There  can 
be  no  arrogant  pride  in  our  hearts  to-day.  This  tremen- 
dous victory  has  humbled  us  all.  We  dare  not  claim 
more  than  is  our  right.  There  are  spiritual  elements  in 
this  war  which  bid  us  recognize  the  Great  Source  of  all 
good  gifts.  With  full  hearts,  therefore,  we  praise  His 
Holy  Name. 

For-as-much  as  we  are  all  instruments  in  His  hands 
for  the  accomplishm.ent  of  His  purposes,  we  cannot  to-day 
forget  those  who  contributed  to  this  victory — and  fore- 
most among  them  we  place  our  fallen  comrades.  We 
praise  God  for  their  heroism  and  sacrifice.  "The  world 
will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say  here,  but 
it  can  never  forget  what  they  did."  Not  only  have  they 
by  the  surrender  of  their  lives,  made  this  victory  possible, 
but  all  the  future  years  of  Canadian  history  will  be 
influenced  by  their  noble  deeds.  Fifty  thousand  Cana- 
dians will  not  return  home  with  us  to  share  in  our  welcome 
and  acclaim !  They  sleep  to-day  on  a  foreign  soil  but  each 
"spot  shall  be  forever"  Canada.  We  will  not  forget  them 
in  the  hour  of  our  trium.ph — nor  in  all  the  after  years. 
Their  spirits  rejoice  with  us  to-day  because  they  have  not 
died  in  vain.  The  cause  for  which  they  gave  "the  last 
full  measure  of  devotion"  has  been  established.  We 
have  kept  faith  with  them,  and  our  hearts  rejoice,  e'en 
though  our  feelings  be  too  deep  for  words.  We  leave 
them  sleeping  under  the  tall  poplars  of  Belgium  or  within 
the  sacred  and  scarred  soil  of  France. 

Nor  can  we  forget  our  wounded  comrades.  We  praise 
God  for  all  they  have  done.  They  "bear  branded  on 
their  bodies  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus" — Scars  of 
honour! — Wounds  of  dignity!  Many  men  will  go  halt 
and  maimed  all  the  days  of  their  life,  but  they  carry  the 


badges  of  honourable  service  to  humanity.  Gladly  do 
we  include  them  in  our  Service  of  Thanksgiving.  And 
we  remember  gratefully  all  our  associates  in  the  great 
struggle.  A  fine  spirit  of  comradeship  has  been  devel- 
oped by  the  war.  We  have  learned  to  admire  and  love 
those  who  have  fought  by  our  side.  Our  experience  in 
France  and  our  increasing  respect  for  her  soldiers,  must 
make  us  more  sympathetic  in  our  relations  with  French- 
Canadians.  All  the  narrowness  and  prejudice  of  pre-war 
days  has  gone  to  pieces  during  the  war,  and  the  various 
elements  within  the  Empire  have  been  drawn  closer 
together.  We  thank  God  for  all  the  splendid  qualities 
of  our  comrades  from  the  other  parts  of  our  great  Empire, 
and  we  rejoice  to-day  that  a  common  share  in  the  tragedy 
has  bound  us  toi^^ether  with  "hoops  of  steel." 

We  praise  God  also  for  the  wonderful  spirit  of  our 
men.  Through  all  the  pain  and  hardship,  in  reverses 
and  successes,  under  all  circumstances  and  through  all 
periods,  they  have  manifested  cheerfulness  and  patience, 
a  ready  response  to  all  obligations  of  duty,  and  a  self- 
forgetting  courage  which  has  brought  us  to  our  present 
goal.  The  war  has  strengthened  our  faith  in  the  worthi- 
ness of  humanity,  and  made  us  profoundly  grateful  that 
a  great  crisis  has  not  foimd  us  wanting  in  sturd}'',  robust 
manhood. 

Above  all,  we  thank  God  to-day  for  our  King.  Amid 
the  crash-  of  thrones  and  -  dissolving  monarchies,  the 
throne  of  England  is  more  secure  to-day  than  ever. 
Contrast  the  scene  of  last  Monday  at  Buckingham  Palace 
with  the  tragic  events  in  Germany!  Whilst  Kings  and 
Princes  in  Europe  are  seeking  refuge  from  their  infuriated 
subjects,  our  sovereign  is  acclaimed  with  shouts  of  joy, 
and  is  able  to  ride  unattended  through  the  seething 
population  of  London.  It  is  because  he  rules  by  love 
and  is  the  servant  of  his  people.  No  doubt  can  remain 
now  as  to  the  security  of  our  Monarchy.  The  war  has 
made  the  British  Empire  as  solid  and  enduring  as  the 
Rock  of  Gibraltar.  *  These,  my  brothers,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  for  which  we  praise  God  this  day,  and  lift  up 
before  him   "The  voice  of  Thanksgiving." 

2.     And    the    second    element    is    sacrifice.     "I    will 
acrifice   unto   Thee."     Strange   have   been   the   applica- 


tions  of  the  word  "  sacrifice,"  but  after  all  it  is  a  very 
simple  word.  Its  meaning  is  "to  make  sacred."  It 
had  its  origin  in  the  desire  of  man  to  take  some  material 
thing  and  set  it  apart  for  sacred  uses.  A  sacrifice  could 
never  again  be  used  for  secular  purposes.  It  was  a  holy 
thing.  This  victory  which  God  has  given  us  is  holy  and 
we  must  therefore  keep  it  sacred.  We  dare  not  allow 
any  element  to  creep  into  our  celebrations  which  would 
mar  the  perfection  of  our  victory.  I  am  sure  that  you 
have  felt  that  this  occasion  was  too  tremendous  for  noisy 
demonstration.  Arrogance  and  boasting  have  no  place 
in  our  rejoicing. 

"If  drunk  with  sight  of  power  we  loose 

Wild  tongues  which  have  not  Thee  in  awe; 

Such  boasting  as  the  Gentiles  use 
Or  lesser  breeds  without  the  law. 

Lord  God  of  Hosts  be  with  us  yet 

Lest  we  forget,  lest  we  forget." 

The  present  conditions  make  the  words  of  Kipling 
most  applicable,  even  though  the  original  meaning  may 
be  different. 

"The  tumult  and  the  shouting  dies, 
The  captains  and  the  Kings  depart. 

Still  stands  Thine  ancient  sacrifice 
A  humble  and  a  contrite  heart. 

Judge  of  the  Nations,   spare  us  yet 

Lest  we  forget,  lest  we  forget." 

Our  ideals  have  been  high  all  through  this  war — let 
us  see  to  it  now  that  no  unworthy  action  in  the  hour  of 
our  triumph  shall  dim  the  glory.  We  must  keep  our 
standards  high,  refusing  any  inclination  to  drop  down 
the  colours.  In  the  days  when  regimental  colours  were 
carried  into  the  fight,  on  one  occasion  the  colour-sergeant 
moved  so  quickly  that  he  was  well  in  advance  of  the 
regiment,  when  someone  called  out  "Bring  the  colours 
back  to  the  men."  "No,"  he  quickly  answered,  "bring 
the  men  up  to  the  colours."  Ours  is  the  duty  to  urge 
the  troops  to  hold  sacred  and  exalted  the  splendid  gift  of 
victory.  Times  of  reaction  are  always  perilous.  There 
will  be  strong  temptation  to  loosen  our  ideals,  to  slacken 
our  discipline,  to  indulge  in  inferior  practises.  We  must 
stoutly  resist  it  and  keep  our  record  as  clean  as  it  has  so 
far   been   kept.     It   will   m.ean   struggle,    self-denial,    the 


surrender  of  personal  gratification,  but  the  issue  is  so 
serious  that  one  cannot  doubt  that  the  response  will  be 
full  and  immediate.  At  the  bottom  of  every  real  joy 
there  is  pain.  Out  of  all  the  anguish  of  the  past  four 
years,  we  have  gained  our  incomparable  victory.  It 
has  been  purchased  at  too  high  a  price  for  us  to  treat  it 
lightly  or  to  hold  it  irreverently.  "We  will  sacrifice 
unto  Thee,"  must  be  our  second  declaration  on  the  day 
of  thanksgiving. 

3.  The  third  element  is  devotion.  "I  will  pay  that 
which  I  have  vowed."  The  word  "devotion"  means 
"fidelity  to  our  vows."  Thanksgiving  is  not  a  mere 
matter  of  words— it  is  a  matter  of  life.  As  the  prayer 
which  we  have  uttered  this  morning. puts  it,  "Give  us  such 
a  sense  of  this  great  mercy  as  may  engage  us  to  a  true 
thankfulness  such  as  may  appear  in  our  lives  by  an 
humble,  holy  and  obedient  walking  before  Thee  all  our 
days."  The  best  Thanksgiving  is  thanksliving.  There 
are  still  grave  tasks  to  be  done,  hard  problems  to  be  solved, 
urgent  duties  to  be  performed.  We  here  dedicate  our- 
selves to  the  work.  This  will  be  a  Service  of  consecration 
as  well  as  thanksgiving.  We  make  our  vows  unto  the 
Lord  that  we  will  endeavour,  by  His  help,  to  be  worthy 
of  His  great  goodness.  Serious  days  are  ahead  of  us, 
my  comrades.  The  victories  of  peace  are  no  less  renowned 
than  those  of  war.  In  the  coming  months  we  shall  need 
all  our  resolution  and  power  to  meet  the  emergency.  We 
pray  the  same  God  who  crowned  our  efforts  with  success 
to  be  with  us  in  the  future  and  guide  us  into  richer  victory. 
These,  brothers,  are  the  elements  of  our  thanksgiving 
for  victory — Praise,  Sacrifice,  Devotion.  Let  me  remind 
you  of  the  closing  affirmation  of  our  text — "Salvation  is 
of  the  Lord." 

Officers  and  men  of  the  Canadian  Corps,  the  world 
has  been  saved  from  a  power  that  would  have  reversed 
the  centuries  and  plunged  us  into  the  Dark  Ages.  We 
have  been  saved  from  an  Ideal  that  would  have  wrecked 
all  security  and  made  freedom  and  peace  impossible. 
We  have  been  saved  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  by  lip 
and  life  that  Right  is  Might,  that  justice,  liberty  and 
truth  are  the  ideals  which  make  for  the  happiness  of  man. 
This  "salvation  is  of  the  Lord."     It  is  the  Christian  ideal. 
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Ours  is  the  solemn  task  to  take  what  we  have  gained 
from  the  war — the  newer  knowledge,  the  larger  vision, 
the  wider  sympathy,  the  richer  devotion,  and  apply  them 
to  the  building  of  a  greater  Canada.  Then  some  future 
day  there  will  come  to  us  another  triumph,  and  we  shall 
cry  "Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  Victory,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Allan  P.  Shatford, 

Senior  Chaplain, 

4th  Canadian  Division. 


[Written  at  Mons,   November  25th,   19 18.] 

THE   PEACE  QUADRILATERAL 


"Mercy  and  Truth  are  met  together;  Righteousness  and 
Peace  have  kissed  each  other.'' — Psalm  Ixxxv  :  10, 


Recent  history  has  told  us  of  two  remarkable  docu- 
ments called  Quadrilaterals,  the  first  proceeding  from 
Chicago  and  the  second  from  Lambeth.  They  were 
ecclesiastical  in  character  and  had  for  their  object  no  less 
an  achievement  than  the  unity  of  all  Christian  Commun- 
ions into  one  organic  whole.  Men  had  grown  weary  and 
sad  over  "the  unhappy  divisions"  of  Christendom. 
The  leaders  of  an  historic  church  met  together  and 
framed  a  basis  of  union  in  the  fervent  hope  that  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  all  devout  followers  of  Christ.  Whilst 
the  desire  of  their  hearts  has  not  yet  been  satisfied, 
there  are  signs  everywhere  that  God  is  guiding  the 
churches  to  a  common  centre,  and  consequently  to  a  full 
unity. 

On  this  blessed  Christmas  morning  when  we  are  sing-- 
ing  our  anthem — "Peace  on  earth  to  men  of  good-will," 
I  want  to  direct  your  thoughts  to  the  Peace  Quadrilateral 
as  outlined  in  our  text:  "Mercy  and  Truth  a,re  met 
together.  Righteousness  and  Peace  have  kissed  each 
other."  For  four  years  we  kept  the  Feast  of  the  Nativ- 
ity under  very  unhappy  conditions.  It  almost  seemed 
a  mockery  to  sing  of  Peace  when  all  the  world  was  engulfed 
in  War.  We  could  not  enter  into  the  joy  and  gladness 
of  the  season  because  so  many  hearts  were  breaking  and 
so  many  homes  bereaved.  To-day  we  keep  our  Festival 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  with  minds  freed  of  anxiety. 
The  clase  of  arms  has  ceased,  the  thunder  of  guns  has 
been  silenced.  Men  all  the  world  over  are  waiting  with 
breathless  interest  for  the  Peace  Treaty.  Our  confidence 
is  sure  that  it  will  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  guarantee 
complete  immunity  from  war  in  the  future.  At  such  a 
time  as  this,   it  seems  fitting  that  our  thoughts  should 
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centre  upon  Peace.  What  more  appropriate  hour  could 
be  chosen  than  the  Birthday  of  the  Prince  of  Peace? 
For  the  acceptance' of  Peace  Terms  by  all  the  nations 
will  mean  a  New  Birth  of  Humanity,  a  fresh  era  for  the 
world ! 

The  Psalmist  is  singing  of  the  mercies  granted  to  his 
people.  From  a  condition  of  war,  distress  and  captivity 
they  are  marvellously  led  into  security  and  peace.  "Lord, 
Thou  hast  been  favourable  to  Thv  land!  Thou  hast 
brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob ....  He  will  speak 
peace  unto  His  people.  .  .  Surely,  His  salvation  is  nigh 
them  that  fear  Him:  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land. 
Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  earth;  and  righteousness 
shall  look  dow^n  from  Heaven.  Yea,  the  Lord  shall 
give  that  which  is  good,  and  our  land  shall  yield  her 
increase. 

"  Mercy  and  Truth  are  met  together, 
Righteousness  and  Peace  have  kissed  each  other." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  method  of  pairing  the 
virtues !  One  might  have  expected  ' '  Mercy ' '  and  ' '  Peace ' ' 
to  go  together,  for  they  are  natural  affinities.  They  both 
possess  the  same  tender,  gracious  qualities.  Or  ''Right- 
eousness" and  "Truth"  seem  more  congenial  than  the 
pairs  of  the  Psalmist.  One  can  hardly  imagine  their 
ever  being  separated.  And  just  there  lies  the  secret  of 
the  text's  arrangement!  For  "Mercy"  needs  not  to  be 
reconciled  with  "Peace,"  but  she  does  often  require  to  be 
affiliated  with  "Truth."  "Righteousness"  dwells  contin- 
ually with  "Truth"  but  frequently  is  not  found  at  home 
with  "Peace."  So  the  conjunctions  of  the  text  are  just 
what  is  needed  in  order  that  harmony  may  prevail.  Let 
us  study  them  from  the  standpoint  of  our  present  circum- 
stances and  in  the  light  of  our  Christmas  Doctrine. 

(i)  Mkrcy.  It  is  one  of  the  divine  attributes.  "It 
is  likest  unto  God  and  he  becomes  most  like  God  who 
exercises  it." 

"The  quality  of  Mercy  is  not  strained, 
It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  dew  of  Heaven 
Upon  the  place  beneath .... 
It  becomes  the  sceptered  monarch 
Better  than  his  crown.  ...  It  is  twice  blessed, 
It  blesses  him  who  gives  and  him  who  takes." 

One  of  the  sweet  revelations  of  this  war  has  been  the 


exhibition  of  mercy.  I  am  not  thinking  so  much  of  all 
the  wonderful  provision  made  for  the  wounded  and 
sufferers  as  I  am  of  the  spirit  which  dominated  our  fight- 
ing men.  There  has  been  nothing  of  unholy  revenge  in 
their  hearts,  nor  any  manifestation  of  cruelty.  One  has 
been  moved  to  tears  and  admiration  by  their  generous 
attitude  towards  prisoners.  And  a  liberal  clemency 
towards  the  enemy  has  frequently  been  shown  when  it 
was  little  deserved.  Big,  tender-hearted  children  our 
soldiers  have  been  in  the  hour  of  their  victory.  Thank 
God  for  the  spirit  which  they  have  shown  towards  a 
vanquished  foe!  We  need  have  no  misgiving  about  the 
Terms  of  Peace — the  attribute  of  Mercy  will  find  a 
conspicuous  place  there.  The  history  of  our  Empire  is 
one  long  exemplification  of  Mercy  towards  the  conquered. 
We  have  within  our  own  Canadian  borders  an  illustra- 
tion of  it.  When  Britain  won  the  fight  for  Canada  she 
exhibited  no  spirit  of  merciless  exactions  towards  the 
French.  The  province  of  Quebec,  with  all  its  privileges 
under  the  British  North  American  Act,  is  a  glowing 
instance  of  England's  magnanimity'.  And  what  shall  we 
say  of  South  Africa?  The  very  fact  that  Generals  Smuts 
and  Botha,  with  all  their  followers,  stood  by  our  side 
during  this  war,  is  proof  enough,  surely,  that  Britain  knew 
how  to  be  merciful.  There  are*  many  good  souls  who  are 
a  little  afraid  that  our  Empire  may  be  too  generous  at 
this  present  time.  I  have  heard  men  say  frequently 
that  it  is  wise  to  have  the  French  and  Americans  at  the 
Conference  because  England  in  her  large-heartedness 
would  yield  too  much.  The'secret  of  our  colonizing  power 
has  been  our  liberal  treatment  of  those  brought  under  our 
dominion.  There  is  every  truth  in  the  popular  statement 
that  Germany's  best  friend  at  the  Peace  Conference  will 
be  England.  Who  would  wish  it  otherwise?  Have  we 
ever  lost  much  by  excessive  generosity?  Is  there  any- 
thing to  be  gained  by  continuing  the  bitt^erness  and  hard- 
ness of  fighting  days?  My  friends,  we  have  won  a  great 
victory — let  us  keep  it  great  by  purging  out  of  our  lives 
all  unlovely  revenge.  At  this  glorious  Christmastide 
when  we  sing  of  the  mercy  and  love  of  God,  when  we 
remember  that  Christ  came  to  teach  the  world  of  mercy 
and  compassion,  let  us  set  forward  in  our  thoughts  of 
Peace  the  gracious,   beautiful,  tender  quality  of   Mercy. 


(2)  Truth.  This  attribute  is  necessary  to  a  well- 
balanced  Peace.  It  corrects  any  tendency  in  Mercy  to 
become  exaggerated.  Mercy  that  is  not  based  on  truth 
would  be  immoral:  truth  untempered  by  mercy  would 
be  hard  and  bitter,  leaving  behind  a  sense  of  injury 
that  would  exist  for  years.  Because  Germany  showed 
no  mercy  in  1870  in  the  matter  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  France 
was  never  really  at  Peace  with  her  old  foe.  "Truth  is 
great  and  must  prevail."  We  have  fought  for  Truth 
through  all  the  weary  fifty  months  and  at  last  it  has 
prevailed.  We  dare  not  now,  by  any  mistaken  sense  of 
mercy,  fail  to  reap  the  fruits  of  victory.  Our  peace  must 
be  based  on  the  truest  interests  of  all  mankind.  There 
must  not  be  a  partial  vision  of  truth,  one  that  seeks  merely 
the  good  of  one  nation.  The  whole  world  has  been 
involved  in  the  struggle,  and  the  whole  world  must  be 
kept  in  view  when  the  terms  of  peace  are  made.  If  the 
interests  of  one  clash  with  the  interests  of  all  then  the 
one  must  be  ready  to  forego  its  rights.  There  is  no  higher 
surrender  on  earth  than  the  yielding  up  of  what  is  our 
right  in  order  to  secure  the  larger  good.  Nor  must  we 
be  shortsighted  and  consider  only  the  true  advantages  of 
the  mornent.  We  are  making  a  peace  which  must  be 
abiding.  All  through  the  war  Christians  have  prayed 
for  a  "lasting,  an  enduring  peace."  We  are  building  for 
all  time,  not -merely  for  the  next  generation.  It  will  be 
wise  to  take  time,  and  fashion  a  peace  that  will  make  future 
wars  impossible.  Truth  can  be  very  severe  but  her 
severity  is  the  most  real  kindness.  To  spare  the  offender 
against  Truth  suffering  and  pain  will  be  to  annihilate 
truth.  Millions  have  given  their  lives  for  what  they 
held  to  be  the  truth.  We  dare  not  break  faith  with  them 
by  resolving  a  peace  which  is  not  founded  upon  Truth. 

"To  thine  own  self  be  true,  and  it  shall  follow 

As  the  night  the  day,  thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man." 

That  applies  to  the  nation  as  well  as  to  the  individual. 
Jesus  stood  solidly  by  the  truth  even  though  if  meant 
pain  for  His  followers  or  death  for  Himself.  He  would 
not  buy  the  happiness  of  those  He  loved  at  the  expense 
of  Truth.  He  was  merciful  to  everybody,  even  to  His 
enemies,  but  He  insisted  always  on  the  truth.  The 
truth   brought   punishment  to   those   who  opposed   Him 
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but  He  was  as  unyielding  as  granite.  We  shall  be  false 
to  our  ideals  if  we  relieve  the  German  nation  of  the  just 
consequences  of  her  crimes.  Mercy  and  Truth  must 
meet  together — only  in  that  way  can  you  avoid  the 
defects  of  these  virtues! 

(3)  Righteousness.  We  have  solemnly  declared 
that  for  us  this  was  a  righteous  war,  which  means  surely 
that  we  were  fighting  for  the  Right.  Our  victory  is  the 
assurance  that  God  has  recognized  the  Right.  There 
has  been  no  cry  so  persistent  as  "Right  is  Might."  A 
peace  not  built  upon  the  foundation  of  righteousness  is 
unthinkable.  Righteousness  is  the  capacity  and  respons- 
ibility of  doing  right.  And  when  we  speak  of  Right  it 
must  be  large  enough  to  cover  the  interests  of  all.  "True 
and  righteous  altogether"  is  a  wonderful  phrase  of  scrip- 
ture. It  is  a  catholic  resolution;  it  lifts  the  whole  of 
humanity  into  our  determination.  "All  together!"  A 
comprehensive  statement  that  excludes  nobody.  "True 
and  righteous"  in  our  dealings  with  every  Nation  involved 
in  the  struggle.  Not  only  with  our  Allies  but  with  our 
enemies.  We  cannot  invoke  God's  blessing  on  a  Peace 
in  which  there  is  the  least  suspicion  of  unrighteousness. 
Every  consideration  of  right  and  justice  demands  the 
fullest  reparation  for  wrongs  done.  You  are  putting  a 
premium  on  crime  by  letting  the  criminal  go  unpunished. 
The  world  must  be  taught  that  offenders  against  the  law 
of  righteousness  cannot  escape  the  consequences  of  their 
deeds.  Horrors  unspeakable  have  been  perpetrated  in 
this  war — the  perpetrators  must  be  brought  strictly  to 
account.  In  the  teaching  of  Jesus  the  system  of  Rewards 
and  Punishments  has  a  large  place.  He  does  not  leave 
us  in  doubt  as  to  the  fate  of  the  evil-doer.  Some  of  His 
strongest  words  deal  with  that  question.  "Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  you  he  shall  not  come  out  hence  until  he  has 
paid  the  uttermost  farthing."  "Where  the  worm  dieth 
not  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  The  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  was  foretold  as  a  just  punishment  upon  the 
Nation's  sins — "because  thou  knewest  not  the  day  of 
thy  visitation."  The  moral  law  would  have  no  signifi-  ■ 
cance,  if  men  were  immune  from  its  penalties.  It  must 
be  written  so  plain  that  all  the  nations  can  read  it,  that 
treaties  are  sacred,  that  pledges  are  inviolate,  that  there 
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are  limits  to  a  Nation's  liberty.  "The  way  of  the  trans- 
gressor is  hard"— it  is  made  hard  as  much  in  the  hope  of 
his  abandoning  it  as  for  the  protection  and  security  of 
others.  We  must  be  on  our  guard  against  a  mawkish 
sentimentality  or  a  foolish  charity.  There  is  no  thought 
of  vengeance  or  satisfaction  in  the  punishment  of  evil- 
doers— there  may  be  pain  to  ourselves  in  the  infliction  of 
penalty — but  we  are  bound  by  the  highest  Christian 
ethics  to  establish  righteousness  in  the  international 
relations.  The  word  of  the  Lord  is  sure  and  steadfast. 
"Righteousness  alone  exalteth  the  nation." 

(4)  Peaces.  This  is  the  chiefest  corner-stone  of  the 
structure.  It  binds  the  whole  fabric  together.  Some  one 
has  defined  peace  as  "a  harmony  of  relations."  Then 
war  is  disharmony,  discord.  Peace  in  a  watch  is  the 
harmonious  working  of  all  its  parts.  If  one  bit  of  mechan- 
nism  asserts  itself  over  the  others,  the  harmony  is  broken. 
If  a  foreign  substance,  such  as  a  bit  of  sand,  gets  among 
the  wheels  there  is  friction,  and  peace  is  disturbed. 
Peace  in  a  family  is  the  harmonious  agreement  of  all  the 
members.  When  one  member  asserts  his  rights  over 
others,  the  concord  is  gone.  Peace  in  a  nation  is  lost 
when  any  number  of  subjects  insists  upon  what  they 
hold  to  be  their  rights  without  regard  to  the  rest.  Peace 
in  the  world  is  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  Nations. 
When  any  one  Nation  makes  excessive  demands,  or  asssails 
the  rights  of  a  weaker  Nation,  the  harmony  is  broken  and 
war  follows.  In  this  war,  Germany  was  the  offender  by 
demanding  a  larger  place  than  she  had  any  claim  to  ask 
and.  by  cruelly  assaulting  a  younger  member  of  the 
family.  Peace  can  only  be  restored  by  her  humbly  and 
penitently  acknowledging  her  offence  and  accepting  a 
smaller  place  in  the  family  than  she  occupied  before. 
There  is  no  desire  to  banish  her  from  the  home  entirely 
but  she  must  be  robbed  of  her  power  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  the  family.  It  will  at  once  be  seen  that  this  definition 
of  peace  includes  the  idea  of  activity  and  progress. 
Usually  we  associate  such  ideas  as  stillness,  rest,  inactiv- 
ity, even  stagnation,  with  peace.  But  in  true,  real  peace, 
there  is  room  for  growth,  expansion,  work,  improvement 
— these  all  move  together  in  the  utmost  harmony.  How 
rich  and  wonderful  is  the  peace  of  Nature  where  all  the 
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powers  operate  smoothly  and  unitedly!  How  delightful 
is  the  peace  of  an  institution  where  all  departments  and 
members  co-operate  without  friction  and  misunderstand- 
ing! How  glorious  it  v/ill  be  when  the  Nations  again 
resume  their  unbroken  relations  and  all  humanity  marches 
forward  to  its  appointed  goal! 

The  Peace  we  sing  about  at  Christmas  is  the  sweet 
harmony  of  relations  between  God  and  man.  We  had 
broken  the  harmony  of  our  sinfulness  and  rebellion. 
Man  needed  to  be  reconciled -with  God  and  Jesus  came  to 
restore  peace.  '-'Glory  to  God  in  the  highest:  and  on 
earth  peace  to  men  of  good-will."  That  is  only  another 
way  of  declaring  that  "righteousness  and  peace  have 
kissed  each  other."  There  is  a  betrothal  between  the 
two — peace  is  engaged  to  righteousness  and  their  union 
is  sealed  in  the  sacrament  of  love's  token.  How  beauti- 
fully all  this  harmonizes  with  our  Christian  hymn: 
"Peace  on  Earth  and  mercy  mild 
God  and  sinners  reconciled." 

This,  then,  my  friends,  is  our  Peace  Quadrilateral. 
It  encloses  a  space  big  enough  to  include  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  There  will  be  room  there  for  the  small 
peoples  as  well  as  the  large.  No  unholy  ambition  will 
disturb  the  happiness  of  the  great  brotherhood.  "Look 
not  every  man  upon  his  own,  but  every  man  upon  the 
things  of  others."  The  larger  good  will  be  the  considera- 
tion of  all,  whether  as  individuals  or  nations.  Each  one 
of  us  will  have  his  part  to  play  in  the  inspiring  programme. 
This  Christmas  Day  is  a  good  time  for  us  to  devote  our- 
selves to  the  task.  By  such  devotion  we  shall  best  honour 
Him  whose  Festival  we  keep — Jesus,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

My  beloved  people,  I  cannot  end  without  a  personal 
word  to  you.  As  you  hear  this  sermon  please  remember 
that  I  am  preaching  it  to  my  comrades  out  here.  They, 
and  you,  and  I,  will  be  linked  together  by  a-  common 
bond.  Soon,  wonderfully  soon,  we  shall  all  be  together 
again!  And  yet  not  all!  Many  who  came  out  will  not 
return  again.  Some  of  you  who  were  there  when  I  left 
have  come  down  the  long  road  and  I  shall  find  their  places 
empty.  But  God  rules  over  all  His  children,  w^hether 
here  or  yonder!  The  spirits  of  the  departed  will  join  us 
at  the  altar  on  this  High  Festival.     I  cannot  write  what 
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is  in  my  heart.  As  the  hour  of  our  return  draws  near,  a 
flood  of  memories  and  desires  sweeps  over  me,  and  speech 
fails.  I  must  be  content  to  say — God  keep  you  all,  and 
give  you  the  fulness  of  His  Blessing  this  Christmas  Day! 
With  very  sincere  love, 

Your  devoted  Rector, 

Allan  P.  Shatford. 


